Spring 2009 – Capitol Reef National Park & 
Grand Staircase/Escalante National Monument

Utah Wild – April 26 – May 2



Utah Mild – May 3 – 9, 2009

(includes Leisurely all-day hikes)


(includes shorter hikes)

We have designed two special tours of the spectacular slickrock country of southern Utah. Our Utah Wild tour is designed for those who are willing and able to take long all-day hikes, with many stops along the way to photograph. Our Utah Mild tour will also include hikes, but they will be shorter and less strenuous. Neither tour involves backcountry camping.

Tour Location Description

Over the years we have spent months exploring places to photograph within the region of SE Utah. During that time we developed an appreciation for the stark contrast of colors and habitat that the area is known for. The slickrock country of southern Utah contains some of the wildest areas remaining in the lower 48 states. Landscapes and close-up subjects in this fascinating land are the focus of these tours. This is an exciting land of buttes, arches, mesas, deep canyons and vast desert vistas. We'll examine the subtle striations of Navajo sandstone and the brighter red hues of Wingate sandstone. The low sunlight of morning and evening saturates the spectacular slickrock formations, intensifying the multiple shades of beige, orange and red.

We’ll explore dry canyons with gnarled cottonwoods which have withstood late summer flash floods for hundreds of years. Here you’ll photograph the intricate patterns of Navajo sandstone, the purple stains of desert varnish on Wingate sandstone, giant cottonwoods and if it has rained recently, canyon reflections in small pools of water.

We also will photograph in Long Canyon in slickrock wilderness of the Grand Staircase / Escalante National Monument. Here is where we’ll discover how the phenomenon of “canyon kick” bounces warm light off one side of a canyon to another. We’ll also work within the spectacular Chimney Rock Canyon and Fluted Hills areas in Capitol Reef National Park, among many other options.

The patient nature photographer using a longer focal length lens may even be able to capture images of side-blotched and desert spiny lizards scampering over the rocks.  If the weather is warm enough we may see the more reclusive collared lizard.

Wildflowers require optimal weather to bloom in this dry country. If we're fortunate conditions could provide slickrock paintbrush, penstemon, desert primroses, and prickly-pear and claret-cup cactus to photograph. Even without wildflowers, there is other plant life in the canyon country, such as the extensive stands of budding quaking aspen in the higher elevations of the Dixie National Forest which we will visit. Opportunities to make spectacular images are limited only by your imagination as we explore the varied and remarkable terrain of southern Utah. 

Tour Versus Workshop

These tours are designed to provide maximum time in the field when weather conditions are good for photography. Since these are photographic tours, not workshops, Rod will be making photographs alongside the participants. However, Rod will share his photographic expertise in the field and will conduct question and answer sessions as well. (There will be no instructional presentations or film processing service.)

Who Are These Tours Designed For?

These photography tours are designed for advanced students – those who have previously attended a Rod Planck workshop or have other photographic workshop experience. If you're not sure if one of these tours is right for you, contact our office and we'll discuss it with you.

Health and Logistical Concerns

Participants for both tours must be in good general health. They must be agile enough to hike over uneven terrain at an average elevation of five thousand feet.

The Utah Wild Tour includes two or three hour long hikes over uneven, rocky terrain. Parts of these hikes may be steep, and there will be some small rivers to be crossed. Participants must be able to complete these hikes while carrying all of the food, water, and camera equipment they will need for the day. Limit 12 participants

The Utah Mild Tour also involves hiking, but the pace will be slower and the distances shorter. Participants must still be capable of hiking up to one mile round-trip over uneven, rocky terrain while carrying their camera gear and water. Limit 12 participants

Tour Fee

$995 per person. A deposit of $250 is required with registration. The balance of $745 is due 90 days prior to the tour. If you need to cancel with less than a 90 day advance notice, we will issue a refund only if we are able to fill your space. All refunds incur a $50 processing fee. Participants are responsible for transportation to Torrey, Utah, and for lodging and meals. Before the trip we will send a detailed confirmation letter outlining check-in time, directions, suitable photographic equipment and recommended clothing. Prior to the tour we will provide a list of participants to facilitate joint travel arrangements. Due to logistics, we are not offering a reduced fee for a non-participating spouse on these tours. Your spouse may share this experience with you as a fully-paid participant.

Vehicles

High clearance, four-wheel drive vehicles are a must to reach some of our backcountry destinations. If you are willing to use your vehicle during the tour, please let us know. If we do not have enough participants bringing their own four-wheel drive vehicles, some participants will be required to subsidize the rental of additional four-wheel drive vehicles in addition to splitting the cost of fuel for the tour. (Costs have ranged from $65 to $125 p/p in the past.)

Accommodations and Group Rates

We've negotiated a group rate at the Days Inn in Torrey, Utah. (We will inform you on how to take advantage of this special rate in your confirmation letter.) Our group rate is $55 per night, plus tax (single occupancy; double occupancy may be higher). 

Small Print

A signed release and assumption-of-risk form is required prior to the tour. We reserve the right to make changes in itinerary based on weather and other conditions beyond our control.

Rod Planck Photography, PO Box 100, McMillan, MI 49853 
(906) 293-3339
New! Summer Safaris – Bugs and Blooms

Six-Participant Workshop for Advanced Photographers 

Tahquamenon Watershed, Niagara Escarpment and Seney National Wildlife Refuge 

Newberry, Michigan

June 7-12, 2009

Summer Safaris Workshop Description 
This special advanced workshop is open to photographers who are interested in photographing the variety of subjects found in northern Michigan. This special workshop is limited to six participants. Participants need to have built up a full photographic system and have the tools to photograph a diverse selection of subjects. The primary emphasis will be on close-up subjects and landscape photography. This time of year the area’s vegetation is lush and teeming with insect life.

During the week we will seek out some rare and protected species of plants. Many of these unique species only grow within the area’s limestone regions that make up the Niagara Escarpment. We will teach and adhere to strict ethical guidelines to avoid trampling sensitive habitats and harming individual plants as we seek out such orchid species as yellow lady’s-slipper, pink lady’s-slipper, Arethusa, and possibly others. Many species of ferns occur in this area. This time of year they should be in fresh condition and at their best for photography. In addition, there should be an abundance of bunchberry, fringed polygala and wild iris in bloom.

After photographing plants in the natural light of early morning, we can expect to spend some time toward the middle of each day photographing insects, using either modern TTL flash or natural light, depending on the conditions. If you don’t already have this capability, we can help you put together a simple flash system designed for photographing free-roaming insects (not birds). All of our insect photography will be geared toward teaching you how to photograph wild, unrestrained insects in their natural habitat. If you are not interested in participating in this type of activity we urge you to consider taking one of our other workshops.

Seney National Wildlife Refuge, with its lack of agriculture and urbanization, is a sanctuary for butterflies and dragonflies in addition to the larger wildlife with which it is usually associated. This workshop is timed to coincide with significant summer hatches of many fascinating insects. Among the many dragonflies we can expect to see are common white-tailed skimmers and chalk-fronted corporals, possibly by the thousand. Butterflies that should be out include Canadian tiger swallowtails, northern pearl-crescents, little wood-satyrs, white admirals and silver-bordered fritillaries. We may also see one of the big silk moths such as Polyphemus, Luna, and Cecropia moths.

Because of the extensive daylight hours at this northern latitude at this time of year, we will not attempt to photograph every sunrise and sunset. We can still expect long days in the field as we focus our energies on plant, insect and landscape subjects.

With a limit of just six participants and with both Rod and Marlene guiding you in the field, personalized instruction is a hallmark of this workshop. We will carpool in two vehicles, with Rod and Marlene each traveling with three participants. You could also use this as a great opportunity to get together with a group of friends – we can customize the workshop to fit your needs and interests.

This workshop will benefit users of either film or digital systems. There will be some discussion of digital workflow during the course of the week, but the main emphasis of the workshop is on the field process of nature photography. Whether you use a film-based or digital system, Rod and Marlene will help you get the best image quality possible with your equipment.

Cost
The cost of the Advanced Workshop is $995 per person. This includes the cost of tuition and any necessary permits. The cost also includes a complete set of workshop notes. Participants are responsible for lodging, meals, film processing (optional), and transportation to the workshop location. 

A second high clearance four-wheel drive vehicle is a must to reach some of our backcountry destinations. If you are willing to use your vehicle during the tour, please let us know. If we do not have a participant bring a four-wheel drive vehicle, participants will be required to subsidize the rental of additional four-wheel drive vehicle in addition to splitting the cost of fuel for the tour. (Costs have ranged from $65 to $125 p/p in the past.)

Payment: A deposit of $250 is required to reserve a space. The balance of $745 is due 90 days prior to the first day of the workshop. A 90 day advance notice is required for all cancellations. If you need to cancel with less than a 90 day notice your deposit/tuition will be refunded only if we are able to fill your space. All cancellations incur a $50 processing fee.
When we receive your deposit, we will send you a detailed confirmation letter outlining check-in time, suitable photographic equipment and recommended clothing, along with a map and directions. Prior to the workshop, we will provide a directory of participants to facilitate joint travel plans.

Lodging Rates and Accommodations
Excellent accommodations for the workshop are available at the Comfort Inn in Newberry for is $65 per night plus tax (single/double). Participants are responsible for making their own motel reservations in Newberry. We will provide more information after you sign up. Please be prepared to pay for all hotel accommodations upon checking in.
Rod Planck Photography

PO Box 100, McMillan MI 49853    (906) 293-3339                 office@rodplanck.com
Six-Participant Nature Photography Camp 

Old Growth Forest, Foggy Landscapes, Close-ups and Waterfowl

Germfask, Michigan

Advanced Workshop – Summer 

August 2-8, 2009

Workshop Location Description – Seney National Wildlife Refuge and Environs 
This special advanced workshop is open to photographers who have built up a full photographic system and have the tools to photograph a diverse selection of subjects. In previous years this type of workshop has generated rave reviews. The mobility of a smaller group size offered unparallel photographic opportunities and a “friends out having fun in the field” atmosphere.

Each workshop is limited to six participants interested in photographing a variety of subjects. Close-up (natural light and flash), early morning and late afternoon landscape and wildlife photography will all be explored over the course of the week. This workshop also offers time-honored photographic field techniques along with instruction in digital capture and workflow. 

The small town of Germfask, located in the east-central Upper Peninsula of Michigan, serves as our base. Germfask is the gateway to Seney National Wildlife Refuge, a 95,000 acre expanse of beautiful wooded and wetland scenery teeming with wildlife.

Seney National Wildlife Refuge is the site of a recent successful reintroduction program of the magnificent Trumpeter Swan. A previous program brought back the Canada Goose, which is now a ubiquitous sight at the refuge. Many other northern bird species nest here or stop over on migration. Because Common Loons also find that the refuge is a perfect place to nest and raise their young you can anticipate seeing these beautiful birds on a daily basis. In addition to avian species, the area protects unique eco-systems including old growth forests which feature floors that are carpeted in thick layers of moss and lichens. A variety of beautiful mushrooms also spring forth from these “medieval” looking forests.

Rod has discovered many other places with photographic potential on nearby state-owned land. Using his keen eye for composition and his extensive knowledge of local natural history, Rod will take you to picturesque meadows, wetlands, and forests to photograph everything from dew-covered dragonflies in the still of morning to stunning sunsets over northern wetlands. This workshop also coincides with the time of year that monarch butterflies begin to amass for their migration south.

During this workshop we plan to designate several outings (during mid-day) to use flash for photographing diurnal insects such as grasshoppers, butterflies, dragonflies and tiger beetles. By learning how to make natural looking flash images you’ll be expanding your photographic repertoire and opportunities while in the field. Flash techniques will be covered during classroom and in the field instruction. 

If you don’t already have this capability, we can help you put together a simple flash system designed for photographing free-roaming insects (not birds). If you are not interested in participating in this type of activity we urge you to consider taking one of our other workshops.

With a limit of just six participants and with both Rod and Marlene teaching you in the field, personalized instruction is a hallmark of these workshops. You could also use this as a great opportunity to get together with a group of friends – we can customize the workshop to fit your needs.

We will carpool in two vehicles, with Rod and Marlene each traveling with three participants. This will give us greater flexibility and mobility when photographing such subjects as waterfowl at Seney National Wildlife Refuge.

To complement our field sessions, we will have mid-day programs on advanced metering techniques and advanced composition. These workshops will benefit users of both film and digital systems. While this workshop emphasizes time-honored photographic field techniques it will also feature instruction in digital capture and workflow. Whether you use a film-based or digital system, Rod and Marlene will help you get the best image quality possible with your equipment.

Tuition
Advanced workshop tuition of $995 per person includes a complete set of workshop notes. Participants are responsible for lodging, meals, film processing and transportation.

Payment: A deposit of $250 is required to reserve a space. The balance of $745 is due 90 days prior to the first day of the workshop. A 90 day advance notice is required for all cancellations. If you need to cancel with less than a 90 day notice your deposit/tuition will be refunded only if we are able to fill your space. All cancellations incur a $50 processing fee.
When we receive your deposit, we will send you a detailed confirmation letter outlining check-in time, suitable photographic equipment and recommended clothing, along with a map and directions. Prior to the workshop, we will provide a directory of participants to facilitate joint travel plans.

Vehicles

High clearance four-wheel drive vehicles are a must to reach some of our backcountry destinations. If we do not have enough participants bringing their own four-wheel drive vehicles, some participants will be required to subsidize the rental of additional four-wheel drive vehicles in addition to splitting the cost of fuel for the tour. (Costs have ranged from $65 to $125 p/p in the past.)

Lodging Rates and Accommodations
Modest but clean accommodations are available at the Jolly Motel in Germfask, Michigan. The rooms offer clean, air-conditioned comfort. Our group rate for lodging is approximately $45 per night, plus tax (single occupancy) during the workshop. The rate for double occupancy is approximately $55 per night plus tax. Those who wish to arrive early or stay after the workshop may do so with advance reservations. Inquire at the Jolly Roger Motel prior to making travel plans. 

Rod Planck Photography
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    New Email: office@rodplanck.com
Foggy Bogs and Dewy Insects – Tahqamenon Watershed

Standard Workshop (For All Skill Levels) -Summer

Newberry, Michigan

August 16-22, 2009 

Workshop Location Description 
Mid-August is a time of transition in the northern most reaches of Michigan. Warm summer-like days are offset by cooler nights which hint of autumn. Expect to rise in the coolness of pre-dawn each day, as this is the best time to photograph many of the subjects we seek.

The home base for our summer workshops is Newberry, Michigan. This strategic location in Michigan's east central Upper Peninsula puts us within reach of a great diversity of wild habitats and scenic wonders.

Early morning fog cloaks the black spruce and tamarack bogs of Tahquamenon Falls State Park, creating an otherworldly landscape. Emerging and receding tree silhouettes are cast upon an ever-changing canvas as intensifying sunlight gradually changes the morning sky from pale orange to magenta. This provides the perfect setting for putting Rod's instruction on using natural light into practice.

As the morning sun's first rays reach into grassy meadows surrounding small woodland lakes, dew-bejeweled plants and insects are rendered in breathtaking beauty. If the weather is right, we may find dozens, even hundreds, of dew-covered dragonflies, as well as other insects, and a variety of spider webs to photograph.

Goldenrods, asters, and the beautiful spotted touch-me-not are among the late summer wildflowers, which punctuate the grassy meadows we'll visit. Lily pads cover the bog ponds and the large beautiful blossoms of fragrant white water lilies abound.

We'll search the lily pads for green frogs basking in the warming sun of late summer. While there's no guarantee that we'll photograph any animals larger than that, during one summer workshop we spotted a cow moose with a calf!

Sandhill cranes nest in the bogs we'll visit and their calls echo throughout the landscape as young of the year forage with their parents in preparation for the upcoming fall migration.

Northern bogs harbor strange carnivorous plants such as the diminutive round-leaved sundew and the northern pitcher plant, which sends up beautiful new leaves in the summer. Another unusual plant we'll search for is the waxy-white saprophytic Indian pipe.

The fruits of bunchberry and wild blueberry make outstanding photographic subjects. The classroom session on composition teaches you how to choose which bunches of blueberries will make great photographs, and which bunches to select for another important purpose – eating.

Hiawatha National Forest, Lake Superior State Forest and Tahquamenon Falls State Park all harbor lush stands of beech and maple. Here we'll find a diversity of colorful mushrooms sprouting from the forest floor, where we'll focus our attention on wet, overcast days. These include the bright yellow Amanita and the uncommon Pholiota. The large and beautiful Laetiporus fungi, also known as the "chicken of the woods mushroom" grows along tree trunks in these forests.

Though we'll be spending a lot of time in the forests and bogs of Tahquamenon Falls State Park, we'll also visit the spectacular falls for which the park is named. If the weather allows, we'll hike through a forest of stately, mature hemlocks – a jewel in the crown of the park. 

Standard workshops are for photographers of all skill levels, beginner and experienced alike, and combine ample time in-the-field with classroom work. During classroom instruction time-honored photographic field techniques along with instruction in digital capture and workflow will be taught.

Workshop Tuition
Workshop tuition of $795 per person includes a complete set of workshop handouts and a picnic breakfast. Participants are responsible for lodging, meals, film processing and transportation. We encourage carpooling during field trips.

Payment

A deposit of $250 is required to reserve a space. The balance of $545 is due 90 days before the first day of the workshop. A 90-days prior notice is required for all refunds. If you need to cancel with less than a 90-days advance notice a refund will be issued only if we fill your space. All cancellations incur a $50 processing fee.
Upon receipt of your deposit we will send a detailed confirmation letter outlining check-in time, directions, film processing, suitable photographic equipment and recommended workshop clothing. Prior to the workshop we will also provide a directory of participants to facilitate possible joint travel plans.

Group Lodging: Rates and Accommodations 
Excellent accommodations are available at the Comfort Inn in Newberry, Michigan. Newberry has several restaurants and places to shop. Our group rate for lodging is $65 per night, plus tax (single/double) during the workshop. Participants are responsible for making their own room reservations. We will provide more information after you sign up. 

Non-participating Spouse (Standard Workshop Only)
If space allows, a non-participating spouse may join the group during field trips. Please contact our office before making final plans. Fee $250.

Rod Planck Photography
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We Love the Badlands!

New Format! Six Person Advanced Landscape Workshop*

Autumn Grasslands and Badlands National Park, South Dakota

September 6 - 12, 2009

* This workshop is designed for more advanced photographers -- those who have acquired a fundamental knowledge of equipment and a grasp of exposure from a previous Rod Planck workshop or who have other photographic workshop experience. There will be some time devoted to instructional slide programs, but the main focus of the workshop is using classroom knowledge in-the-field. There will be a strong emphasis on landscape photography. This workshop also offers classroom instruction in time-honored photographic field techniques along with instruction in digital capture and workflow. 

Workshop Location Description

An autumn visit to Badlands National Park in South Dakota offers unparalleled creative opportunities for the nature photographer. Rod Planck has spent countless hours over his career exploring this fascinating landscape. Join our Autumn Grasslands and Badlands National Park Workshop and take advantage of Rod's vast knowledge of nature photography and extensive experience capturing images of the badlands.

The unique formations for which the badlands were named are among the most striking geologic features in North America. They are also among the most varied, with sharp craggy peaks and gently sloped hills. The bold contours of this land combine with horizontal stripes of soft, warm colors to provide a mix of drama and subtlety. Sunrises and sunsets in this bizarre landscape are frequently spectacular. Buttes silhouetted against twilight skies create striking and memorable images.

The badlands are not a land of high mountains, but a stark desert of hills, canyons, and an endless variety of formations in rock and sand. Rain, wind, and frost have slowly carved steep canyons, ridges, gullies, and spires out of the land. A whitish layer near the top of many of the badlands' formations is the result of ash ejected from distant volcanoes long ago. The processes of erosion that created this landscape are still at work, slowly changing the land and exposing fossils, for which the area is justly famous.
Capturing the many moods and emotions evoked by this wilderness is a challenge any nature photographer would welcome.

Mixed Grass Prairie Field Trips

The rugged desert country of the badlands is sparsely vegetated, yet the largest mixed grass prairie to be found anywhere in North America surrounds it. Extensive grasslands once covered much of the center of the North American continent, and the land surrounding the badlands is a remnant of this heritage.

Excursions into this habitat will provide a varied array of interesting subjects. Looking out over sweeping landscapes of golden autumn grasses and ever-changing sky, the nature photographer will find many opportunities to create breathtaking images. While landscapes are the main focus of this workshop, you will also be able to search out close-up images of the interesting plant and insect life.
Weather

We can expect wide variations in temperature during the course of each day and over the course of the week. We could wake up on some mornings to find a coating of frost over the grasses. At the other extreme, mid-day temperatures could soar into the nineties. Rain is also a possibility at this time of year. 

Health Concerns

Participants must be in good health. Our daily excursions into the field will involve short hikes over uneven terrain with loose footing. Participants must prepare for temperature extremes, intense sun exposure, and the possibility of encountering prairie rattlesnakes.

Tuition / Payment
$995 per person (includes instruction, slide critiques, and workshop handouts. To reserve a space, please send a deposit of $250. The balance of $645 is due 90 days before the workshop begins. If you cancel with less than 90 days notice, we will issue a refund only if we are able to fill your space. All cancellations incur a $50 processing fee.

Group Lodging Rates and Accommodations

Accommodations are available at the Days Inn in Wall, South Dakota. The motel features queen-size beds and air-conditioned comfort. There are several restaurants located a short distance from the motel. Our group-rate for lodging is approximately $59.75 per night, plus tax (single occupancy) during the workshop. Reservations must be made directly with the Days Inn, contact information to be provided in your confirmation letter. We will send a detailed confirmation letter outlining check-in time, directions, film processing, suitable photographic equipment and recommended clothing. In advance, we'll also provide a directory of participants to facilitate joint travel arrangements.

Vehicles

High clearance four-wheel drive vehicles are a must to reach some of our backcountry destinations.  If you are willing to use your vehicle during the tour, please let us know. If we do not have enough participants bringing their own four-wheel drive vehicles, some participants will be required to subsidize the rental of additional four-wheel drive vehicles and gas during the workshop (Costs have ranged from $75 to $100 in the past.) 

Rod Planck Photography, PO Box 100, McMillan, MI 49853(906) 293-3339
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New Location! Plus Smaller Group Size - Limited to Ten!!

Ultimate Autumn Forests and Lake Superior Shoreline - Advanced Tour

Porcupine Mountain Wilderness State Park and Environs

September 27-October 3, 2009

Tour Location Description

Autumn is a special time in northern Michigan. Cooling temperatures and decreasing daylight bring forth the spectacular annual transformation of the area's lush deciduous forests. The cool greens of summer quickly give way to a rainbow of warm colors: fluorescent orange, neon yellow and vibrant crimson.

This special autumn tour is based out of the town of Silver City. This strategic location in Michigan's northwest Upper Peninsula puts us within easy reach of thousands of acres of state and federal public land. The colorful beech/maple forests of Porcupine Mountain Wilderness State Park, Ottawa National Forest and Lake Superior shoreline will be a major focus of the tour. 

At 60,000 acres, Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park is one of the few remaining large wilderness areas in the Midwest. Towering virgin timber, secluded lakes, and miles of wild rivers and streams make a visit to the Porcupine Mountains a photographer’s dream. The Overlook at the Lake of the Clouds is one of the most popular spots in the Porcupine Mountains State Park. Easily accessible, the overlook offers expansive views of the Lake of the Clouds and the forest below.

In addition to deciduous forests, we’ll explore other exciting habitats – northern coniferous forests where mature stands of white and red pine tower over a colorful understory of young maples. This mingling of bright fall foliage with the deep dark greens provides a patchwork of color from which to seek out great compositions. We may also have the privilege of viewing a spectacular autumn storm out over Lake Superior, with beams of sunlight penetrating through dark gray clouds, and whitecaps gleaming brightly against dark green water. We’ll also take time to photograph along her cobblestone, shale or sand beaches. In addition, we'll seek out small, hidden streams that harbor many photographic opportunities, including an abundance of colorful fallen leaves. 

Several spectacular waterfalls are located within easy walking distance of trailheads. Within the National Black River Scenic Byway lie the Great Conglomerate Falls, Potawatomi, Gorge, Sandstone, and Rainbow Falls. At the Presque Isle Park you will find Manido, Nawadaha and Manabezho Falls. Bond Falls, another beautiful waterfall is located on the middle branch of the Ontonagon River. We’ll attempt to visit several of these falls during the tour. There is so much to photograph in this area that we can only offer a small sample in this tour description.

Autumn weather in northern Michigan varies considerably. We could encounter balmy, summer-like days with cool, frosty nights, or it could be sweater or jacket weather most of the time. We could also have rain, or even an early snowfall. 

Participants must be advanced photographers who should arrive with a clear understanding of photographic fundamentals and a thorough knowledge of their camera system as it relates to their photographic goals. The emphasis will be on enhancing your creativity and photographic vision through extensive fieldwork. While we will try to spend most of our time together in the field, Rod may present instructional programs during inclement weather. These programs emphasize time-honored photographic field techniques along with instruction in digital capture and workflow. 

This unique tour format begins with a brief introduction/orientation meeting at 6:30PM Sunday, September 27 and ends after a morning field trip on October 3 around 10:30AM.

If you're not sure if this advanced tour is right for you, please contact us. We've had many requests for this type of offering for advanced photographers, so we recommend registering soon! 

Seasonal Variations

The timing of fall color is unpredictable. The tour’s dates were chosen because they coincide with the typical beginning of fall color through peak color. This is based on years of photographing and conducting workshops in northern Michigan. However, since the timing of fall color is unpredictable, we can extend no guarantee regarding foliage conditions.

Health Considerations

This tour requires the capability of walking for a few miles on trails – all while carrying camera equipment. All hikes are within the capabilities of an average person in good health. If you have health concerns contact our office so we can discuss the compatibility of the tour with your level of fitness.

Vehicles

High clearance four-wheel drive vehicles are a must to reach some of our backcountry destinations. If you are willing to use your vehicle during the tour, please let us know. If we do not have enough participants bringing their own four-wheel drive vehicles, some participants will be required to subsidize the rental of additional four-wheel drive vehicles in addition to splitting the cost of fuel for the tour. (Costs have ranged from $65 to $125 p/p in the past.)

Group Lodging Rates and Accommodations

Excellent accommodations are available at the Mountain View Lodge for $82.50 per night plus tax per person. This is based on two people sharing one, two bedroom cabin. These are very nice cabins. Each one includes a fireplace (wood provided), WIFI, DVD player, cooking utensils (pots, pans silverware), microwave, coffeemaker, stove and refrigerator. The resort is located on the shore of Lake Superior and has a restaurant nearby. Please contact our office regarding shared lodging; but participants are responsible for providing a deposit and final payment for accommodations to the resort. Mountain View Lodge’s cancellation policy takes precedence regarding accommodations. We will provide more information after you sign up.

Field Guide

Larry Lowell will be assisting Rod in the capacity of guide during this tour. Larry has been photographing in the “Porkies” for years and has generously offered to share his knowledge of this area for the tour. Larry, a passionate and gifted photographer, will also be photographing along side others during the tour.

Tuition / Payment

$995 per person (includes: park permits, entrance fees, in-the-field instruction, slide critiques, and workshop handouts). To reserve a space, please send a deposit of $250. The balance of $745 is due 90 days before the tour begins. If you cancel with less than 90 days notice, we will issue a refund only if we are able to fill your space. All tour cancellations incur a $50 processing fee. Separate cancellation fees apply at Mountain View Lodge.

Rod Planck Photography, PO Box 100, McMillan, MI 49853  (906) 293-3339
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Registration 2009 - 7 Day Workshops and Tours

Please check the workshop(s) or tour(s) you wish to attend.

___
Spring – Utah Wild -Wildflowers, Red Rocks (April 26 – May 2) $995 p/p


(Hiking Tour – 12 Participants)
___
Spring – Utah Mild -Wildflowers, Red Rocks (May 3 – 9) $995 p/p


(Hiking Tour – 12 Participants)

___
Summer – Old Growth Forest, Foggy Landscapes, Close-ups and Waterfowl (Aug 2-8) $995 p/p


(Advanced Workshop – 6 Participants)
___
Summer – Summer Safaris – Landscapes, Insects and Wildflowers (June 7-12) $995 p/p

(Advanced Workshop – 6 Participants)

___
Summer – Foggy Bogs and Dewy Insects (Aug 16-22) $795 p/p


(Standard Workshop – 12 Participants)

___
Autumn – Ultimate Autumn Forests and Lake Superior Shoreline (Sept 27 – Oct 3) $995 p/p


(Advanced Tour – 10 Participants)
Cost: $795 - $995 per person. Tuition includes a complete set of handouts. A deposit of $250 p/p is required with registration. The balance is due 90 days prior to the first day of the session. 90 days advance notice is required for a refund of deposit. Cancel with less than a 90-day notice and you will receive a refund only if we are able to fill your space. All cancellations incur a $50 processing fee. Participants are responsible for lodging, meals, film processing and transportation.

Reservations: Early reservations are recommended. By phone: (906) 293-3339.We accept credit cards (for deposits only) or we'll hold your space for 7 days while awaiting your check. Email at: office@rodplanck.com  

Online: www.rodplanck.com 

By Mail: Send form w/payment to: Rod Planck Photography, PO Box 100, McMillan, MI 49853

Name_____________________________________________

Address________________________________________

City_____________________ State _____ Zip___________

Phone_______/____________________ E-mail_____________________________

Payment Method:  __Check __Visa/MasterCard#_______/________/________/________

Exp. Date____/___    Signature_______________________________

Enclosed:  _____$250 Deposit/Person          _____$795/$995 Full Tuition
_____I have a high clearance four-wheel drive (four-door) vehicle and am willing to use it for car-pooling during the workshop. Vehicle make and model: _________________________
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